
St Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church
The Edinburgh Oratory in Formation 
and Shrine of the Ven. Margaret Sinclair

28th SEPTEMBER 2025 | TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Clergy: Fr Ninian Doohan (Moderator), Fr Gerard Hatton (Parish Administrator) & Fr Davide Redaelli

MASS TIMES

CONFESSION

ADORATION

Sunday: 9am | 11am | 4.30pm followed by Vespers & Benediction
Monday: 5.45pm 
Tuesday - Saturday: 12.30pm
Friday & Saturday: 11.30am, ending with Benediction before Mass

Before every Mass, everyday;
also during Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
and during or after every Mass, and on request, when a priest is available

OPENING TIMES 8am - 7pm every day.

P A R I S H  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Sanctuary Lamps can be lit for a particular intention. They burn for
a week, and the recommended donation is £8, with proceeds for the
sacristy costs. Envelopes are at the back of the church.  This week
they are lit for Rachael and her son Isaac (Sacred Heart) and David
Stewart (Lady Chapel).

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS
AFTER MASS
Monday: St Philip Neri
Tuesday: The Cause of
Venerable Margaret
Sinclair
Wednesday: Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Thursday: St John Henry
Newman
WEEKLY GROUPS
AFTER MASS
Monday: Brothers of the
Little Oratory
Wednesday: Mother &
Baby/Toddler group

FEASTS THIS WEEK
Monday 29  Septemberth

Ss Michael, Gabriel and
Raphael, Archangels
Tuesday 30  Septemberth

St Jerome
Wednesday 1  Octoberst

St Therese of the Child Jesus
Thursday 2  Octobernd

The Holy Guardian Angels
Saturday 4  Octoberth

St Francis of Assisi

Wednesdays in October:  Rosary at 7pm

The Feast of St John Henry Newman, Oratorian, Cardinal, and soon
to be Doctor of the Church, is Thursday 9  October.  In addition to
the 12:30pm Mass, there will also be a Solemn Mass at 5:45pm on
this day.  Leading up to this, we will have a Triduum of devotions
after the daily Masses on 6  - 8  October.
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Friday 31  October: Candlelight Procession with the Statue of Our
Lady of Fatima (weather permitting) at 8:30pm followed by a Holy
Hour of Reparation (Exposition & Benediction of he Blessed
Sacrament and Confession) to combat the ill effects and strange
manners of celebrating Halloween.  This is the eve of All Hallows’,
we should invoke the saints to aid us on Earth.
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The 11am Mass Schola continues to welcome new members to sing
chant and hymns for Holy Mass.  If you are interested in getting
involved, speak to Rory Lamb (choir director) or Anthony O’Connor
(organist).

The Calix Society is an association of Catholic alcoholics who meet
to grow in their relationship with God through prayer and
meditation (Alcoholics Anonymous’ 11  Step).  We welcome all
concerned with a drinking problem, and non-alcoholics who wish to
join in prayer and fellowship.  Meetings on Tuesdays, 7-8pm,
starting 21st October, in the memorial room.
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Dear Friends,

Sister Lucia dos Santos of Fatima says "The Most Holy Virgin in these last times in which
we live has given a new efficacy to the recitation of the Rosary to such an extent that there
is no problem, no matter how difficult it is, whether temporal or above all spiritual, in the
personal life of each one of us, of our families…that cannot be solved by the Rosary. There
is no problem, I tell you, no matter how difficult it is, that we cannot resolve by the prayer
of the Holy Rosary.” 

Growing up, there was a lady who moved into our parish, her name was Sue.  She led a
comfortable life which came to a halt when her husband of many years left her, and her
children took her completely for granted.  Over the years, Sue had stopped practising her
Catholic faith because it didn’t suit her husband’s high-flying career.  Their friends at the
golf club became their religion alongside the many soirées that were hosted there.  
Realising that her life was in tatters and her social life over as her husband had a new lady,
in desperation, she picked up her mother’s rosary.

From that first Rosary her life drastically changed. In her darkness she picked the tool that
brought light and courage. She called on Our Lady to be her companion and bring the
saving power of Christ into her life.  Sue was given Holy Comfort and soon returned to  
Church wearing her mother's veil. The Holy Rosary reminds us, that with Our Lady’s help,
the Lord will help us in the darkness we face, knowing that we are not alone and that we
have nothing to fear with Him is on our Side. 

October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary as we commemorate  victory at the Battle of
Lepanto - October 7 , 1571.  The Battle was between the Catholic states and the Ottoman
Empire.  The crisis facing Europe worried Pope Pius V as a previous battle at Famagusta
was a disaster.  The Pope realised that the baptised faithful were already soldiers of
Christ.  His solution was to ask the whole Church to pray using the weapon of the Holy
Rosary.  The battle took place and Europe emerged victorious.  The Pope instituted the
fest of Our Lady of Victory, now known as the feast of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, to
mark this day forever, but more importantly to honour the love that Our Lady has for her
children.
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Sue, who died almost 20 years ago, was the greatest promoter of the Holy Rosary. What
can you do for our lady this October? St Philip Neri was definitely a child of Mary - we
pray to him under this title in his litany. He encourages us to stay with Our Lady, that, with
her at our side, evil has little chance to occupy the world we inhabit.

In Jesus and Mary,

Father Gerard Hatton



The internationally renowned sculptor, Aidan Hart, has been commissioned to
create a fitting tribute to Venerable Margaret Sinclair in Carfin Grotto in time for the
100th anniversary of her death. The total cost of this project will be £23,874 which
includes the stone, craftsmanship and installation. This is a huge amount and the
Venerable Margaret Sinclair Committee is entirely funded by the generosity of the
faithful.  Can you help us?  Donations can be made into the following bank account:
Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh – Margaret Sinclair Fund
Sort code: 83-06-08
Account number: 11774507

2025, Centenary Anniversary of the
Death of the Venerable Margaret Sinclair 

Every Tuesday, after the 12:30pm Mass in St Patrick’s, we have devotions to
honour the Venerable Margaret and her cause. Look out for future online activities
on Tuesday evenings by the Vice Postulator Very Rev Joseph Canon McAuley &
Sancta Familia Media.

Other ways to help the Cause of the
Venerable Margaret Sinclair:

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is of infinite value and requesting that a priest offer
Mass for the Cause of Margaret’s Canonisation is of immense spiritual benefit.  The
suggested donation for a Mass stipend is £15-£20.

24th November 2025 will mark 100 years since Margaret’s passing from this life.  
To commemorate this, on Saturday 22nd November, we will meet at her former
grave in Mount Vernon Cemetery at 9am to pray the Rosary.  Following this, for
those who are able, we will walk briskly back to her tomb in St Patrick’s whilst
continuing our prayers en route. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will start also
at 9am in the Church for those who cannot undertake the walk; Benediction at
12.15pm followed by Holy Mass at 12.30pm. The walk will take place regardless of
weather conditions and we advise only confident, brisk walkers to take part. On
Monday 24  November 5.45pm the Centenary Mass  will be offered at the
Sacred Heart Altar, near her tomb.
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Last Saturday in October (25 ) after the 12:30pm Mass, we will walk to Rosewell
parish, where Venerable Margaret first discovered the calling to the religious life.  
Future walks will be organised for the last Saturday in January, February and March
after the 12:30pm Mass to further explore the city and environs associated with the
Venerable Margaret Sinclair.  All welcome, but please be aware good walking ability
is required.
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AR CHD I O C E S A N  N EW S

For a full list of upcoming Archdiocesan events: archedinburgh.org/news-events/

A book tour to celebrate the recent canonisation and the publication of 15 Days of
Prayer with St Pier Giorgio Frassati (New City Press, 2025), visits St Albert’s
Chaplaincy, 24 George Square, Edinburgh. EH8 9LD, on Friday 17 October, 5:15pm.
Free event, all welcome.
Women who are recent converts, those considering Catholicism, and those who are
desirous of faith-focused discussion are welcome to this event on Saturday, 25
October, 3:45pm-4:45pm in the St Andrew’s Parish rooms (77 Belford Rd, EH4 3DS).
All welcome to join for Holy Hour with Adoration and chanted Vespers from 5:10pm
in the convent with the Religious Sisters of Mercy of Alma. To register, email
edinburgh@almamercy.org or call 0131 343 3380. 
The Inaugural National Family Conference takes place on Saturday, 25 October
2025, from 10:00am to 5:00pm at St Bride’s Hall, Coursington Road, Motherwell.
Featuring keynote speaker Chris Stefanick (live from the USA), the event celebrates
marriage and family life with talks, prayer, and community. Register with
VEmarriage@staned.org.uk, indicating your parish.

We would also be very grateful for any donations to
our growing Oratory in Formation community.
Oratory Project 
Sort Code: 83-06-08
Account Number:  21447970
BIC: RBOSGB2L
IBAN: GB90RBOS83060821447970

FINANCE

Donate by Bank Transfer
St Patricks Church
Sort Code:  80-02-29
Account Number:  00687306
BIC: BOFSGB21219
IBAN: GB65BOFS80022900687306

21st September

Cash Collection
Gift Aid Non Gift Aid

Contactless 
Machines

£644.00£1407.85£265.00

Donations are greatfully received for the following projects: repair of the benches around the church
grounds; renewal of the church sound and lighting system; restoration of the anti-pigeon netting;
completing the reinstallation of the historic pulpit. Please consider donating in honour of a loved
one. Mark envelopes or online donations appropriately, and Gift Aid where possible. Both Church and
House require £550,000 of essential work spread over five years; this does not cover any of the
projects here mentioned or other improvements planned. Regular donations marked “building fund”
would go to the long term achievement of last year’s assessment. 
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