
St Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church
The Edinburgh Oratory in Formation 
and Shrine of the Ven. Margaret Sinclair

23RD NOVEMBER 2025 | CHRIST THE KING

Clergy: Fr Ninian Doohan (Moderator), Fr Gerard Hatton (Parish Administrator) & Fr Davide Redaelli

MASS TIMES

CONFESSION
ADORATION

Sunday: 9am | 11am | 4.30pm followed by Vespers & Benediction
Monday: 5.45pm 
Tuesday - Saturday: 12.30pm
Friday & Saturday: 11.30am, ending with Benediction before Mass
Before every Mass, everyday;
also during Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
and during or after every Mass, and on request, when a priest is available

OPENING TIMES 8am - 7pm every day.

P A R I S H  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Sanctuary Lamps can be lit for a particular intention. They burn for
a week, and the recommended donation is £8, with proceeds for the
sacristy costs. Envelopes are at the back of the church.

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS
AFTER MASS
Monday: St Philip Neri
Tuesday: The Cause of
Venerable Margaret Sinclair
Wednesday: Our Lady of
Perpetual Help
Thursday: St John Henry
Newman

WEEKLY GROUPS
Monday: Brothers of the
Little Oratory (6:30pm)
Tuesday: Calix,
association of Catholic
alcoholics (7pm)

FEASTS THIS WEEK

Monday 24  Novemberth

Ss Andrew Dung-Lac and
his Companions

Tuesday 25  Novemberth

St Catherine of Alexandria

Sunday 30  Novemberth

First Sunday of Advent

We have a small number of parking spaces available within the
church grounds which are rentable on a short or a long term basis.  
Perhaps you work in town or close by and require a secure location
to park?  Please get in touch if this is of interest:
stpatricksparking@gmail.com Otherwise, parking is reserved
exclusively for those who are using the church.

Monday 24  November marks 100 years since the death of the
Venerable Margaret Sinclair.  The 5:45pm Mass that evening will be a
sung Mass celebrated by His Grace, Archbishop Leo Cushley.
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To help families in need the SSVP is making its annual appeal for
the following items: 1. Gifts for children wrapped and clearly
marked with age and gender and 2. Tinned and dry goods such as
soup, beans, tuna, sugar, tea, coffee, rice, pasta, biscuits etc. Sunday
14 December is the final day for donations to be placed in the boxes
at the shop. Thank you for your ongoing support.

The 10am Mass on Saturday 29th November at St Francis Xavier
Church of Carfin Grotto will be followed by the blessing of the new
statue to Venerable Margaret Sinclair in the grounds by Vice
Postulator of her cause for Beatification, the Very Rev Joseph Canon
McAuley. The sculpture was created by the internationally
acclaimed Aidan Hart, whose Icon of St Edward the Confessor was
gifted to Pope Leo on the recent State Visit by the United Kingdom to
the Holy See. This is the first event in her centenary year, your
support on the day is strongly encouraged. Donations for the
promotion of the cause of Venerable Margaret are welcomed.
Beginning 1  December, for Advent, there will be an additional
Mass at 5:45pm Mon - Fri.  (First Friday Mass remains 6:45pm)
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Dear Friends, 

St Paul reminds us, on the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the King of the
Universe, that "Christ must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For God has put all things in subjection
under his feet. . . . When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will
also be subjected to Him who put all things under him, that God may be all in all.”
(1 Corinthians 15:25-28). 
I love: “God may be all in all” - but how do we reach this?

The secret lies with November being a month to remember to love the things of
Heaven: all God’s saints and the souls of the faithful departed, ending with the
feast of Christ the King. Fortified by this help, we can now advance into Advent,
which is an invitation to enthrone Him again in our hearts. His Kingdom is
founded on sacrificial love. Let us take Our Lady’s hand and attentively imitate
her virtues, asking her to prepare our hearts for His coming in the Flesh this
Christmas.

Saint Philip Neri, just before he was ordained a priest, was praying that he
might know the Will of God about his state of life. At sunrise, as he was praying
with this intention the glorious precursor of the Lamb, St John the Baptist,
appeared to him. Saint Philip was so overcome with this meeting that it filled
him with clarity that Rome was the place to serve the Lord and help his people
with new perspective on things. Like St Philip, with fresh detachment from
worldly things, the start of this new liturgical year, can help us enter anew into
what the coming of Christ at the end of time, and more importantly, this
Christmas means for you and me. 

Here at Saint Patrick's there are many things to do this Advent, please take
home the schedule to be ready to receive the Christ child, and make a place for
him in our hearts, in our parish, and in our world. The 100th anniversary of the
death of the Venerable Margaret also helps us to be inspired by the people who
live totally for Christ. St John the Baptist, St Philip Neri, and Ven. Margaret
Sinclair show us that Christ Jesus is Emmanuel in our midst. He came for us,
Bread of Heaven, to walk with us, to feed us, and transform us. We must
welcome Him, listen to Him, and wholeheartedly love Him back through our
lives and occupations. And then our souls can rejoice in singing:

Christus Vincit, Christus Regnat, Christus Imperat.

In Jesus and Mary,

Fr Gerard



If He is still on earth, yet is not visible (which cannot be denied), it is plain that He
keeps Himself still in the condition which He chose in the days of His flesh. I mean,
He is a hidden Saviour, and may be approached (unless we are careful) without
due reverence and fear. I say, wherever He is (for that is a further question), still He
is here, and again He is secret; and whatever be the tokens of His Presence, still
they must be of a nature to admit of persons doubting where it is; and if they will
argue, and be sharpwitted and subtle, they may perplex themselves and others, as
the Jews did even in the days of His flesh, till He seems to them nowhere present
on earth now. And when they come to think him far away, of course they feel it to
be impossible so to insult Him as the Jews did of old; and if nevertheless He is here,
they are perchance approaching and insulting Him, though they so feel. And this
was just the case of the Jews, for they too were ignorant what they were doing. It is
probable, then, that we can now commit at least as great blasphemy towards Him
as the Jews did first, because we are under the dispensation of that Holy Spirit,
against whom even more heinous sins can be committed; next, because His
presence now as little witnesses of itself, or is impressive to the many, as His bodily
presence formerly.”

M A X I M S  O F  S T  P H I L I P  N E R I
November 24th
He is perfect in the school of Christ who despises being despised, rejoices in self-
contempt, and accounts himself to be very nothingness.

November 25th
The way which God takes with the souls that love him, by allowing them to be tempted
and to fall into tribulations, is a true espousal between Himself and them.

November 29th
It is a great perfection in a heart when it is discreet and does not overstep the limits of
convenience and what is befitting.

‘ C H R I S T  H I D D E N  F R O M  T H E  W O R L D ’
S T  J O H N  H E N R Y  N E W M A N
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AR CHD I O C E S A N  N EW S

We would also be very grateful for any donations to
our growing Oratory in Formation community.
Oratory Project 
Sort Code: 83-06-08
Account Number:  21447970
BIC: RBOSGB2L
IBAN: GB90RBOS83060821447970

FINANCE

Donate by Bank Transfer
St Patricks Church
Sort Code:  80-02-29
Account Number:  00687306
BIC: BOFSGB21219
IBAN: GB65BOFS80022900687306

16th November

Cash Collection
Gift Aid Non Gift Aid

Contactless 
Machines

£200.00£509.30£237.00

Donations are greatfully received for the following projects: repair of the benches around the church
grounds; renewal of the church sound and lighting system; restoration of the anti-pigeon netting; completing
the reinstallation of the historic pulpit. Please consider donating in honour of a loved one. Mark envelopes or
online donations appropriately, and Gift Aid where possible. Both Church and House require £550,000 of
essential work spread over five years; this does not cover any of the projects here mentioned or other
improvements planned. Regular donations marked “building fund” would go to the long term achievement of
last year’s assessment. 

The Archdiocese is seeking to appoint a permanent full-time Administrator to provide support to
the Property Director and general administrative support within the Archdiocesan offices. Job
description at bit.ly/archjobdetails To apply, please send your CV and a cover letter detailing how
your skills and experience make you suitable for this role to recruitment@staned.org.uk by
Wednesday 26 November 2025.
St Mary's Cathedral on Monday 1 December, to celebrate the Solemnity of St Andrew, our National
Patron, whose feast day this year is transferred from 30 November (Sunday). The Apostle’s relics
are preserved in the National Shrine of St Andrew at the Cathedral. Mass will be at 10:00am, and
with Archbishop Cushley at 12:45pm. Public veneration of the relics follows both Masses. At
7:00pm there is a Holy Hour with sung Vespers and Eucharistic Adoration.
Explore the richness of the Catholic faith in 2026 by taking the Diploma in Catechetics. The
popular course is run by the Archdiocese and takes place at 7:30pm each Thursday on Zoom,
starting on 22 January. Be quick, places limited to 100. Cost £220. Register at bit.ly/diploma2026 
Every Monday in Advent at 7:45pm to pray for unborn children, their mothers, and all pro-life
intentions. Each session is on Zoom and lasts about 30 minutes. Following the Rosary there is a
short reflection from a guest speaker: Deacon David Harper (1 Dec, Diocese of Motherwell), Isabel
Vaughan-Spruce (8 Dec, March for Life UK), Fr Jamie McMorrin (15 Dec, St Margaret’s, Edinburgh),
and Archbishop Leo Cushley (22 Dec). Register at bit.ly/rosary25
Catholic Education Week celebrates the importance of educating children and young people in the
Faith. There is a special collection this Sunday for the work of the Scottish Catholic Education
Service which promotes and supports our schools. The Archdiocesan Mass for pupils and teachers
will be celebrated by Archbishop Cushley in St Mary's Cathedral on Tuesday 25 November at
11:00am. Please keep teachers, school staff, parents and pupils in your prayers.
For a full list of upcoming Archdiocesan events: archedinburgh.org/news-events/
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mailto:recruitment@staned.org.uk
http://bit.ly/diploma2026
http://bit.ly/diploma2026
https://bit.ly/rosary25

