Runciman Apse Trust

Restoring the 18"C murals in St Patrick’s Church, Edinburgh

The apse of St Patrick’s holds a partially-hidden artistic treasure:
some of the earliest public religious art in Scotland after the Reformation

In the 17705, the noted Edinburgh painter Alexander Runciman
produced five murals for the original Episcopalian
congregation of what is now St Patrick’s Church.

The principal mural, in the curved apse ceiling, was a
grand depiction of the Ascension of Christ. It was long
assumed to be destroyed but we now know it survives
under many layers of over-painting. Below the
Ascension are four smaller Runciman panels. These
show the stories of Christ and the Samaritan Woman
and the Prodigal Son (rectangular panels), and the
figures of Moses and Elijah (oval panels).

The Runciman Apse Trust was formed in 2016 with the aim
of restoring the murals to public view in their original setting.

Donations can be made to RUNCIMAN APSE TRUST
Reliance Bank Sort Code: 60-01-73 Acc. No.: 00217876
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‘The Prodigal Son’ (above) and ‘Moses’ (below) before and after conservation work

Since 2016, the hidden Ascension mural has been analysed
using X-ray, mass spectography and other modern
techniques by the Technical Art Department at the University
of Glasgow. Following optimisitic results, the Trust
commissioned Scottish Wall Paintings Conservators to carry
out trials to investigate removing the over-painted layers in
2024 and 2025.

Unfortunately, the trials have shown that sections of the
mural may be too delicate for a full restoration using the
techniques currently available. However, mural conservation
is a fast-evolving discipline and we hope that developments
will soon allow the Ascension to be seen again in all its glory.

Despite this set back, in 2021 and 2023, the four smaller panels
and their frames, darkened by centuries of built up dirt, were
successfully cleaned and restored. Plans to re-gild the frames,
provide new lighting and carry out fabric repairs in the apse
will be the next steps of the project.

Visit our website to find out
| more about the project to
Ii‘li:l. restore the Runciman Apse

runcimanapsetrust.com

Donations can be made to RUNCIMAN APSE TRUST
Reliance Bank Sort Code: 60-01-73 Acc. No.: 00217876
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